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Overview 
The report provides a comprehensive comparison of state licensing requirements across the U.S. for various cosmetology-
related professions. It includes data for 50 states + D.C. and territories like Guam, covering over 25 license types. 

 
Exam Requirements 
 Most states require both Theory and Practical exams 
 Some states offer reciprocity or experience-based alternatives 

 
Key License Categories Analyzed 

The report includes required training hours or qualifications for the following professions: 
 Cosmetologist 
 Esthetician 
 Nail Technician (Manicurist) 
 Barber (with and without chemicals) 
 Hair Design / Hair Technician / Hairdresser / Hair Stylist 
 Instructor 
 Advanced Licenses (e.g., Advanced Cosmetologist, Esthetician, Nail Technician) 

Specialty Licenses (e.g., Eyelash Tech, Electrologist, Hair Braider, Makeup Artist, Threader, 
Waxing, Shampoo Styling) 

 
Highlights by Type 

 Cosmetologist 
Required hours range from 1000 (e.g., California, Massachusetts) to 1800 (e.g., Hawaii, Nebraska, West Virginia). 
Most states require 1500 hours. 

 Esthetician 
Common requirement: 600 hours. Some states have higher requirements (e.g., 750 hours in Illinois). 

 Nail Technician 
Varies widely: 100 hours (Connecticut) to 600 hours (many states). 

 Barber (with chemicals) 
 Typically 1500 hours, but some states allow apprenticeship or experience-based alternatives. 
 Instructor 

Requirements vary significantly: 
• Some states require specific instructor training hours (e.g., 600–1000 hours). 
• Others allow experience-based paths (e.g., 2–3 years of licensed work). 

 
Notable Trends & Variations 
 Standardization: Cosmetology and Esthetician licenses are relatively standardized across states. 
 Flexibility: Some states offer multiple pathways (e.g., school hours or work experience). 
 Advanced/Specialty Licenses: Not all states offer or require them, and where they do, the requirements vary greatly. 
 Oregon uses a competency-based system instead of fixed hours. 
 Delaware, Hawaii, and Utah offer dual paths (school hours or work experience). 
 Some states (e.g., California, Texas) have lower hour requirements for certain licenses. 
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