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Welcome Packet

“Promote and support uniformity of the practices of Cosmetology and
Related fields for our Members and National Partners through Testing,
Collaboration and a National Data Repository.”




Vlelcome!

Welcome to the National Interstate Council of State Boards of Cosmetology (NIC)!

We are thrilled to welcome you to the NIC community! We are a dedicated network committed to
promoting and supporting uniformity in the practices of cosmetology and related fields across the
nation. Your involvement helps advance consumer safety, professional development, and industry
collaboration on a national scale.

At NIC, our mission thrives on the collective efforts of professionals like yourself who believe in creating
positive change. You play a pivotal role in shaping a better future for beauty professionals and ensuring
consistency in standards and education.

Here’s what you can look forward to as part of the NIC community:

e Resources: Access a library of information.

e On-The-Ground Involvement: Engage in volunteering opportunities by participating in
committees, special projects and events.

e Mentorship: Opportunity to meet regulators throughout the United States who can share their
expertise and current practices or share your expertise.

e Member Discounts: Enjoy discounts on conferences and other programs that may provide
discounts.

e Be a Voice: Advocate and raise awareness about crucial issues.

e  Skill-Based Contributions: Utilize your unique talents to contribute in diverse ways with fellow
professionals, and more.

e Networking: Connect with like-minded individuals who are equally dedicated to making a
difference.

e News and Updates: Stay informed with regular communications about the impact your support
is making.

e Knowledge Building: Gain a deeper understanding of global issues.

Together, we can promote consumer safety and encourage national uniformity in cosmetology
practices. We invite you to engage, collaborate, and contribute toward making lasting changes that
will benefit professionals and consumers alike.

We look forward to all that we will accomplish together!

Sincerely,

NIC Executive Board



Our Mission

«
Promote and support uniformity of the practices of Cosmetology and

Related fields for our Members and National Partners through Testing,

Collaboration and a National Data Repository. .

NIC'S VISION IS MULTIFACETED

v/ Provide a national forum to promote standards for consumer health and safety, and education for
individuals entering the workforce.

v/ Promote and encourage reciprocity and standardization for the practice of cosmetology and related
flelds to increase workers' mobility nationally and internationally

v/ Encourage consistency to provide opportunities for military service members and veterans to enter the
workforce.

v/ Support and promote opportunities for the diverse populations entering professions related to
cosmetology, barbering, manicuring and esthetics.

v/ Encourage our partners to broaden education standards to reduce recidivism by providing opportunities
for individuals interested in working in cosmetology-related vocations.

v/ Provide national Written, Practical and Written Practical examinations for entrance into the profession
of cosmetology and related fields that are standardized, valid and legally defensible using psychometric
principles.

NIC is also focused on supporting our partners (members and non-members) on the topics of education and
consumer health and safety in the cosmetology, barbering, manicuring and esthetics professions. We host
regional and annual national conferences to encourage networking among states and other jurisdictions.

NIC embraces the opportunity to work with our partners, and our representatives are willing to attend board

meetings, association meetings, and legislative hearings upon request to share national standards regarding
education and consumer health and safety. We use our national forum to continue to share information and
encourage best practices among states and other jurisdictions.



Our History

NIC is known as the predominant and longest established
National Examination throughout the United States and Guam.

NIC offers theory, practical and written practical examinations for
all license types along with foreign language theory examinations.

We have been working towards uniformity and standardization
since 1929. It has been our dream from the very beginning to
see National Testing in use nationwide, with the goal of National
Endorsement (national reciprocity) throughout the United States.

When Barbers, Cosmetologists, Manicurists, Estheticians, and
Instructors train and pass a State Board examination given by
competent examiners in their own states, why should they be
required to take another examination when they seek a license in
another state.

NIC is a long standing national non-profit organization that has
history in exam development and supporting state regulators. NIC
strives to be a national partner that is unbiased, trustworthy, and
relied on to promote national reciprocity through our examinations
and national database.

Every aspect of NIC testing is controlled by comprehensive rules
and procedures regardless of the state where the test is being
administered and what cosmetology discipline the test covers.
They are contained within our detailed testing manual.

Candidate Information Bulletins (CIB's) contain important
information regarding the Theory and Practical examinations,
including content outline covered by the examination and sample
questions and answers. NIC maintains a master repository of all
CIB's that are currently utilized in states and jurisdictions.

The National Council of Boards of Beauty Culture
was established to develop an interstate exchange
of ideas related to licensing, reciprocity, examina-
tions, and administrative methods.

The Interstate Council of State Boards of Cosme-
tology was established to evaluate standards of
beauty culture education, proper administration
of state cosmetology laws, and promotion of true
professional service to the public.

The 2 groups merge to form the National Interstate
Council of State Boards of Cosmetology, Inc. (NIC).

NIC founded the National Examination Program for
licensing Cosmetologists and related fields.

NIC extended the examination program to include
licensing examinations for Barbers and Barber
Stylists.

NIC’s National Examination Program is the leading
licensing exam for Cosmetologists, barbers, and
related fields across the U.S. and Guam offering
standardized, legally defensible theory and practical
exams based on psychometric principles and ad-
ministered via computer-based testing and practical
assessments by NIC approved and authorized Test
Administration companies and State regulators.

NIC is proud of our 38 Member States and Industry
Partners, along with our 39 States who utilize the
NIC Examinations. We are also proud of our Gold
Member States who have joined the NIC National
Databasel!

NIC experienced a successful and productive year,
demonstrated by increased engagement from
states seeking membership and participation in na-
tional examinations and the NIC National Database.
We are honored to continue serving as a trusted
national resource and collaborative forum, enabling
states to connect, share expertise, and advance
common goals through networking and partnership.




O_lll‘ Executive Board

Executive Board Overview
The council is governed by an Executive Board composed of all elected officers.

Officers of the Executive Board
The Executive Board includes the following positions:

President O O O

Immediate Past President

Vice President —N
Secretary/Treasurer
Four Regional Directors
Two Executive Directors
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All officers, with the exception of the Immediate Past President, are elected by the general membership during
the Council's Annual Conference.

Executive Director Requirements

During each election cycle, at least one of the two Executive Directors elected must be a current member of the
Executive Board.

Regional Representation

The states comprising the regions for electing the four Regional Directors are determined by the Executive
Board.

Eligibility and Terms:
e Only Active members in good standing may be elected to office.
* Executive Directors serving on the Executive Board may be Associate members.
* No individual may hold more than one elected office simultaneously.
* If an Executive Board member's service on their state board ends, they may complete their elected term
on the Council.

Executive Board Responsibilities:
The Executive Board, in collaboration with the NIC Executive Director, is responsible for the strategic and
operational oversight of the Council. Its duties include:

Program Development: Approve programs and business affairs

Financial Oversight: Review and approve the annual budget prior to each fiscal year
Governance: Establish policies, procedures, and committees

Annual Meeting: Convene during the Council's Annual Conference

Special Meetings: Attend special meetings called by the President or upon written request by a
majority of Board members

e Virtual Events: Participate in virtual events as requested



Our Leadership and Staff

3% Executive Board Members

President

Vice President

Secretary/Treasurer

Immediate Past President

Region 1 Director

Region 2 Director

Region 3 Director

Region 4 Director

Executive Director Representative(s)

3¢ Staff

Susan Colard

Executive Director/Government Relations
Phone: (803)-922-7476

Email: scolard@nictesting.org

Angie Printz

National Exam Program Manager
Phone: (803) 922-7446

Email: aprintz@nictesting.org

Sandra Gonzales

Administrative and Data Governance Manager
Phone: (803) 908-8007

Email: sgonzales@nictesting.org
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teamwork




Our Regional Director Areas




O_lll' Commitment

We are Committed to Advancing Education and Consumer Safety by:

* Hosting national and virtual conferences to foster cross-state collaboration

* Partnering with boards, associations, and legislators to influence regulatory best practices
» Participating in public hearings to strengthen health, safety, and standards nationwide

» Creating an inclusive forum for knowledge-sharing and innovation

* Empowering leaders with the tools to protect and elevate the beauty professions

* Providing a National Database to Support Reciprocity

* Provide national Written, Practical and Written Practical examinations for entrance into the profession
of cosmetology and related fields that are standardized, valid and legally defensible using psychometric
principles.




Your Role: Promoting Uniformity

State Leaders

Adopt NIC exams and our database to streamline
licensing and increase reciprocity.

Industry Professionals

Advocate for safety and licensure accessibility by
educating decision-makers in your state.

Together: Removing Barriers!




Our Meetings and Committees

Meetings and Conferences

Annual Conferences

An annual conference or meeting shall be held each calendar year. The time and location of the next annual
conference must be determined before the adjournment of the current one. If not decided, the Executive Board
shall determine the time and location. In the event of an emergency, the Executive Board may reschedule or
relocate the meeting as necessary.

Special Meetings

Special meetings of the Council may be convened at a time and place designated by the President. These
meetings may also be called by a majority vote of the Executive Board or by all Active Members, provided that a
minimum of thirty (30) days' notice is given to all members. The notice must specify the purpose of the meeting,
and only the business stated in the notice shall be conducted.

Regular Meetings

The Executive Board shall hold at least two regular meetings each calendar year, which shall be convened by the
President. If the President fails to call these meetings, a majority of the Executive Board Members may do so.

Virtual Meetings
NIC may host virtual meetings or informational sessions periodically throughout the year.

NIC Committees

As with most non-profit companies, NIC utilizes committees as needed in different areas of the organization. The
president has the authority to appoint committees as necessary to fulfill the functions of the Council.

The current established committees are as follows:

National Examination Committee (NEC)
Education Committee

Nominating committee

New Member Orientation Committee
Annual Conference Site Committee
Souvenirs Committee

Interested individuals are given the opportunity to sign up for committees they may be interested in at the in-
person conferences.



Our Membership and Benefits

States may apply to become an approved Active Member under the Gold or Silver membership. Industry
Partners may apply for an Industry Partner Membership. If you would like to apply for membership online,
please visit our website on our website under the New Members tab.

Gold and Silver Active Membership Qualifications

Entity or individual(s) provided for by statute, charged with the responsibility of enforcing or advising on
enforcing the terms thereof, and regulating or advising on the regulation of the practice of cosmetology and/or
related fields, which state board is an official member of NIC. Each Board Member shall be considered an Active
member.

Gold Membership - $2500/year

Provides exclusive access to the NIC National Database, Complimentary Registration for one
delegate to attend the Annual Conference and more!

Silver Membership - $1500/year

Provides exclusive access to specific programs and services along with discounts to the
Annual Conference.

Industry Partner Membership Qualifications

You must be a professional company that is affiliated with supporting the beauty professions. For example;,
Textbook Companies, Infection Control Companies or Beauty Supply Companies. It does not include Salons or
Schools.

Industry Partner Membership - $1500/year

A new opportunity has been created for our Industry Partners. This new service is de-
signed to provide a national forum for Companies and Associations to network with State
Board Members and Executive Director’s throughout the US. Industry Partner Members will
have access to Silver Member Benefits.

Membership year begins July 1 — June 30.
Membership fees must be submitted and renewed annually, or they will expire and no longer allow access to

Member Benefits.
Contact Susan Colard at for assistance.



https://nictesting.org/new-members/
mailto:scolard%40nictesting.org?subject=

Our Programs and Services

Gold, Silver, or Industry Partners

Dependent on membership levels, programs and services include, but are not limited to:

Access to comprehensive "Members Only" website

Access to National Database

State Education and Licensing Directory

NIC Publications, White Papers, Newsletters and Brochures

Resource for legislation, rulemaking, and Board meetings by providing national data
Scholarship Opportunities

NIC Exam Information

NIC Best Practices Examinations

Government Reforms & National Topics of Interest

Virtual and In Person Conferences and Events

Complimentary Registration for One Delegate to attend Annual Conference
Annual Conference Registration Discounts

Networking Opportunities

Executive Director Committee Updates
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United States Map - Provides Links to Test Administration Providers/States



O_lll' National Examinations

We offer a comprehensive range of national exams across multiple disciplines to ensure professionals meet
the highest standards in their fields. Below is a categorized list of the exams available:

THEORY EXAMS PRACTICAL EXAMS

These exams assess foundational knowledge and These exams evaluate hands-on skills and
theoretical understanding: technical proficiency:

Advanced Practice Micropigmentation Barber 1 (no Chemical)

Barber Barber Styling

Barber 1 (no Chemical)
Barber Styling

Blow Dry Styling

Body Piercing
Cosmetology

Ear Piercing
Electrology

Esthetics

Esthetics Advanced Practice
Eyelash and Eyebrow
Hair Design

Hair Removal
Instructor

Nail Technology
Manager

Natural Hair Styling
Permanent Makeup
Tattooing

Blow Dry Styling
Cosmetology
Electrology

Esthetics

Esthetics Advanced Practice
Eyelash and Eyebrow
Hair Design

Hair Removal
Instructor

Nail Technology
Natural Hair Styling

WRITTEN PRACTICAL EXAMS

These exams combine written components with
practical application:

Barber Styling
Cosmetology
Esthetics

Hair Design
Instructor

Nail Technology



Our Exam Foreign Languages

THEORY EXAMS

Exam Title English Korean Spanish Vietnamese | Persian/Farsi | Russian

Advanced Practice Micropigmentation
Barber

Barber 1

Barber Styling

Blow Dry Styling
Body Piercing
Cosmetology

Ear Piercing
Electrology

Esthetics

Esthetics Advanced Practice
Eyelash and Eyebrow
Hair Design

Hair Removal
Instructor

Manager

Nail Technology
Natural Hair Styling
Permanent Makeup

Tattooing

PRACTICAL EXAMS WRITTEN PRACTICAL EXAMS

Exam Title English Exam Title English Spanish
Barber 1 Barber Styling

Barber Styling Cosmetology

Blow Dry Styling Esthetics

Cosmetology Hair Design

Electrology Instructor

Esthetics Nail technology

Esthetics Advanced Practice
Eyelash and Eybrow

Hair Design

Hair Removal

Instructor

Nail technology

Natural Hair Styling



Our Ways of Communications

Stay Connected with NIC
NIC communicates with both members and non-members through several channels:

[¥1 Public Website: nictesting.org

Private Member Site: Exclusive access for Gold and Silver Members, and Industry Partners

Email Updates: Sent via our Constant Contact platform

B B [

Facebook and LinkedIn: To find us, search for National Interstate Council of State Boards of Cosmetol-
ogy

To receive updates, visit nictesting.org and click the “Sign me up” button at the bottom of the homepage.

You can also reach NIC by utilizing the “Contact Us" at the top of the NIC homepage.

Stay in touch: SIGN ME UP

Find us on:



http://www.nictesting.org 
http://nictesting.org
https://www.facebook.com/p/National-Interstate-Council-of-State-Boards-of-Cosmetology-NIC-100069779045402/
https://nictesting.org/
https://www.linkedin.com/uas/login?session_redirect=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.linkedin.com%2Fcompany%2F86018915%2Fadmin%2Fdashboard%2F
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/KAzrqBI
https://lp.constantcontactpages.com/sl/KAzrqBI


